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F RO M T H E

Laura Chiesman, President
What comes to mind when you think about
ABWA...friendship, learning, sharing, fun, networking, member recognition? The month of March
offered all of the above to Oceanside Charter Chapter members and guests!
Our Women of Many Hats! event was a great
success! Terry Bassing, Laura Purcell, Marlene
Johnson and Sheryl Olguin planned an original,
very entertaining evening, and our members and
guests jumped right in—so many beautiful women
and hats! Thank you to Seeta for sharing her inspiring, personal journey of how hard work, education, love and resilience can make a difference to
a woman and her entire family.
Lola Mitchell was recognized as the winner of
the Community Award of Excellence by the Women's Business Center at the 7th Annual Women's
History Month Celebration. Our chapter was very
honored to have two of our members chosen as
finalists for this wonderful award—Lola and Terri
Friedlander are certainly “Women of Character,
Courage, and Commitment!”
At the March meeting Anita made an important
announcement. Sue Tyson-Parker and Theresa
Bassing have been chosen as our Woman of the
Year candidates. Congratulations to these two very
deserving members, who bring great energy, creativity and dedication to our Chapter. I am honored
to be selected as Oceanside’s 2015 Top Ten Can-

PRESIDENT

didate! I love representing our dynamic chapter!
Oceanside is very dedicated to sharing with
local woman, and one important way we accomplish this is through our annual funding of a Stephen Bufton Memorial Educational Fund Scholarship. I’m very happy to report that we have seven
candidates this year! The applications will be reviewed by the SBMEF Trustees and the recipient
will be announced at our May meeting. Our participation in this effort is funded by our Chapter
events and raffles and also by individual contributions. Many thanks to Anita Carbone, Lola Mitchell,
and Martha Young for their generous donations to
this worthy cause!
The next few months will be action-packed and
the opportunities to participate and be recognized
are at an all-time high in our chapter. Membership
is growing, we have committee positions open and
Executive Board elections will be held in May.
Please let us know where you would like to be involved.
Our April 22 dinner meeting will feature internationally recognized speaker, best-selling author
and columnist, Linda Meeuwenberg. Linda’s topic
is Communication: Making It Work for You and
Your Business! Please join us and bring your
friends!
Don’t forget that ABWA National continues to
bring resources to us that enhance our business
and personal lives. Seeta Begui was the winner of
our chapter contest for completing the WIN course,
Creating Your ABWA Experience, where she
learned about these numerous resources. I recently completed the first module of the new How to Be
Heard series and I highly recommend it. Go to
www.ABWA.org and then log in to the WIN site.
You’ll be glad you did!
Please feel welcome to contact me at LauraChiesman@gmail.com with your questions, ideas
and suggestions.
Thanks to each of you for all that you bring to
our chapter!
~ Laura Chiesman
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APRIL FEATURED SPEAKER
Communication: Making It Work for You
and Your Business!

Linda Meeuwenberg
Communication is one of the most basic
skills in human relationships and a skill very
few spend time developing. Find out if your
communication style is working for you to
your best advantage! Learn how email, social media, and instant messaging have

changed our communication and how this
impacts our relationships. Linda's skillbased presentation will highlight the role of
behavioral and listening styles, empathy,
assertiveness and attitude. Come enjoy this
fast-paced, interactive program and learn
how you can immediately enrich your relationships and reduce stress in interpersonal
relationships!
Linda Meeuwenberg is an internationally
recognized speaker, best-selling author and
columnist. As founder and CEO of Professional Development Association, Inc., she
has led hundreds of personal empowerment
seminars. As an author, she is featured
in Stepping Stones to Success, a highly successful book series, which also features best
-selling authors, Deepak Chopra (The Power
of Purpose) and Jack Canfield (Chicken Soup
for the Soul). These and other authors and
speakers each offer time-tested strategies
for success in frank and intimate interviews.

Linda is a contributing author in Overcoming Mediocrity, a collection of stories from
dynamic women who have created their own
lives of significance. A frequent contributor
to magazines and trade journals, she recently finished a manuscript for her third collaborative book, How to Pilot When We Were
Taught to be Stewardesses. All proceeds of
this endeavor will support the scholarship
fund for the Women's Executive Council of
Orlando.
Linda holds the rank of Professor Emeritus, Ferris State University in Michigan. As
an active volunteer, she now enjoys her life
on the beaches in Brevard County, and was
recently appointed to the Friends of Space
Coast Volunteers in Medicine. She has received two national awards for her volunteer
projects and has received awards as an educator.
Please join us on Tuesday, April 22 for
Linda’s fascinating program!

F RO M O U R FBLA G U E S T S
Dear Fellow Members,
I am so grateful for your support of the FBLA District Competitions on February 12th and for posting the newspaper announcement about the event in Florida Today. That process really helped
my effort to secure two dozen professional judges for the student’s
performances. I also greatly appreciate the help of the many ABWA
members themselves in coming to Viera that morning to serve as
judges. In the process, we raised awareness about ABWA and the
scholarships to the FBLA students in Brevard schools. Thanks
again for all your time and effort spent assisting our future leaders.
Sincerely,
Terri Friedlander
Dear Ladies of ABWA,
Thank you so much for the generosity you have shown to our
Brevard County FBLA chapter and the youth of this community.
I would also like to personally thank you for having me as your guest
at the ABWA dinner. I really enjoyed it! Seeing and meeting the
business women from our area was very inspiring. The presentation
was wonderful. I’ll be honest and say that I was nervous at first
about coming, but you all made me feel so welcome! I really hope
that I will be able to be a part of such a great organization one day!
Sincerely,
Lexi Benton, Edgewood Jr/Sr HS, FBLA District President

Sandra Benton, Lexi Benton, Danielle Friedlander and
Terri Friedlander
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CHAPTER COMMITTEE REPORTS
Newsletter
The Oceanside Charter Chapter Newsletter, The Rising Tide is published on our website at www.abwaoceanside.com and on the
Oceanside Charter Chapter ABWA WIN Team
Board at www.abwa.org.
Please send newsletter submissions to
acarbone@cfl.rr.com by the second Wednesday of the month. Let us know about you!

Publicity
Chapter monthly meeting information is
published in Florida Today as well as the
online Community Calendar of the Cocoa
Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce website. Please email Laura Chiesman at laurachiesman@gmail.com, if you have photos or
information for our Facebook page.

April Birthdays
Barbara Cheney — April 1

Best Practices
Woman of the Year & Top Ten Committee
Congratulations to Seeta Begui, winner of
Congratulations to Theresa Bassing and
the Creating Your ABWA Experience contest!
Sue Parker, who have been nominated for
Seeta received a gift certificate (value of
Chapter Woman of the Year! Our winner will
$28) to a dinner meeting.
be announced at the April 22 meeting.
Laura Chiesman has been nominated as our
chapter’s Top Ten Candidate. CongratulaMembership
Congratulations to Martha Young, our tions to Laura and we wish you best of luck
April recipient of the Making a Difference in the judging process!
Award!
Congratulations and welcome to new
members, Marty Berry and Joan DiBenedetto!
Congratulations to Lola Mitchell who was
chosen as the winner of the Community
Award of Excellence by the Women’s Business Center at FIT!

We’re on the web!
Scholarship
Seven candidates completed their applications online by the March 31 deadline. All
applications will be reviewed by the SBMEF
Trustees and our $1000 Scholarship recipient will be announced at the May meeting.

2013 - 2014
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President
Laura Chiesman
laurachiesman@gmail.com
321 506-8274
Vice President
Sue Parker
suejtyson@aol.com
321 749-4684
Secretary
Anita Carbone
acarbone@cfl.rr.com
321 684-0790
Treasurer
Theresa Bassing
theresabassing.abwa@gmail.com
321 626-4853

www.abwaoceanside.com

2013 – 2014
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Best Practices
Sheryl Glore: sglore@cfl.rr.com
Education/Scholarship
Anita Carbone: acarbone@cfl.rr.com
Fundraising/Advertising
Theresa Bassing: theresabassing.abwa@gmail.com
Hospitality
Barbara Cheney: beejaycheney@yahoo.com
Membership
Anita Carbone: acarbone@cfl.rr.com
Newsletter
Anita Carbone: acarbone@cfl.rr.com
Professional Development:
Sue Parker: suejtyson@aol.com
Publicity
Anita Carbone: acarbone@cfl.rr.com
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Oceanside Charter Chapter
Spring Social
Please join us for an afternoon of fun,
friendship and networking!
Bring a friend! Guests are welcome!
Sunday, June 8, 2014
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
At the home of
Sheryl Glore
2600 Summer Brook Street
Melbourne, FL 32940
RSVP to Sheryl at sglore@cfl.rr.com

Refreshments ~ Door Prizes
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

A B WA E V E N T C A L E N DA R
April 19
Tri-County Council Meeting
9:00 a.m. at Marriott Heron Bay, Coral Springs
April 22
Oceanside Charter Chapter Dinner Meeting
Networking at 6:00 p.m. & Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Eau Gallie Yacht Club, Indian Harbour Beach
Guest Speaker: Linda Meeuwenberg
April 24-26
Eastern Regional Conference
Sheraton Roanoke Hotel & Conference Center, Roanoke, VA
May 13
Space Coast Women Express Network Meeting
Networking & Lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Eau Gallie Yacht Club, Indian Harbour Beach
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April 24

NEW BUSINESS ORIENTATION from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Interested in
starting a small business? This no-cost orientation seminar will give
you an overview of how the WBC helps you get started with the process of owning your own business. Learn about the WBC's services,
including business education, consultations, and networking opportunities. A helpful manual of information filled with business planning
outlines, references, and tools will be provided. Register online at
https://register.fit.edu/.
April 27

May 13
Oceanside Charter Chapter Executive Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
May 17
Tri-County Council Meeting
9:00 a.m. at Marriott Heron Bay, Coral Springs
May 27
Oceanside Charter Chapter Dinner Meeting
Networking at 6:00 p.m. & Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Eau Gallie Yacht Club, Indian Harbour Beach
June 8
Spring Social from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the home of Sheryl Glore
June 10
Space Coast Women Express Network Meeting
Networking & Lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Eau Gallie Yacht Club, Indian Harbour Beach
June 10
Oceanside Charter Chapter Executive Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
June 21
Tri-County Council Quarterly Meeting & Leadership Exchange
9:00 a.m. at Esther Grossman Center, Hollywood

Ninth Annual Genesis House Golf Tournament at the at Suntree
Country Club, Classic Course. Registration is at 7:00 a.m., 8 a.m.
shotgun start, scramble play. Entry fee is $100 per person. Prizes for
longest drive and closest to pin. After play there will be a dinner, beverages, awards, raffles and silent auction. Sponsorships are available. All proceeds benefit Genesis House, Inc., an organization that
provides shelter homes for women ad children in Melbourne. For
more information, call 321 984-8884 or email 4genesis_house_ad@att.net.
May 6

SBA'S FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BASICS from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. This
no-cost class will review financing basics for a small business including: start-up financing, working capital financing, financing for a growing business and fixed asset financing. Register online at https://
register.fit.edu/.
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Oceanside Charter Chapter
April 22, 2014
Meeting Agenda

Networking
Call to Order & Welcome:
April Birthdays
Pledge of Allegiance
Invocation
Introductions
Establish Quorum
Approval of Minutes
Treasurer’s Report—Checking account balance at March 31, 2014 is $2,409.19.
Committee Reports:
Best Practices: Sheryl Glore
Fundraising: Theresa Bassing
Hospitality: Barbara Cheney
Membership: Anita Carbone
Newsletter: Anita Carbone
Professional Development: Sue Parker
Scholarship: Anita Carbone
Old Business:
Woman of the Year & Top Ten Candidate Awards
Nominating Committee
Guest Speaker: Linda Meeuwenberg
Announcements:
Making a Difference Award
Eastern Regional Conference, April 24—26, Roanoke, VA
Spring Social, June 8 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the home of Sheryl Glore
Benediction
Adjournment
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American Business Women’s Association
Mission Statement
Oceanside Charter Chapter
P.O. Box 360151
Melbourne, FL 32936-0151

The mission of the American Business Women’s Association is to bring together businesswomen of diverse
occupations and to provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally and professionally through leadership, education, networking support and national recognition.

Member:
Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce
Melbourne Regional Chamber

OCEANSIDE

CHARTER CHAPTER
MEETING INFORMATION

Newsletter Editor
Anita Carbone
acarbone@cfl.rr.com
321 684-0790

Location:
Eau Gallie Yacht Club
100 Datura Drive
Indian Harbour Beach, FL
Date & Time:
Fourth Tuesday of the month
6:00 p.m. Networking
6:30 p.m. Dinner & Meeting
Cost:
$28 for Members & $30 for Guests
For reservations :
Barbara Cheney
321 987-5106
beejaycheney@ yahoo.com
or
Online at www.abwaoceanside.com
Vision Statement
ABWA Oceanside Charter Chapter is dedicated to enhancing the lives of local businesswomen. Our members create rewarding educational and networking experiences by promoting improved self-confidence,
personal and professional skills, and individual creativity.

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

All Members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business Women’s Association.
Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere with the representation of ABWA’s Mission.
Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with
honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith.
Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.
Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal interests.
Members will strive for excellence in their profession by maintaining and enhancing their own
business knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other
members.

